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PREAMBLE

An Ordinance enacted by the Township under Public Act 110 of 2006, as amended, to provide for the
establishment of zoning districts within which the proper use of land and natural resources may be encouraged or
regulated by Ordinance, and within which district provisions are adopted designating the location of, the size of,
the uses that may be made of, the minimum open spaces, sanitary, safety, and protective measures that shall be
required for, and the maximum number of families that may be housed in dwellings, buildings, and structures, to
provide for administration and amendments of said Ordinance; to provide for appeals and for the organization and
procedures to be followed by the Zoning Board of Appeals; and to provide for penalties for the violation of said
Ordinance.

Article 1
TITLE and PURPOSE

Section 1.01  TITLE

This Ordinance shall be known and cited as the Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance.

Section 1.02 PURPOSE

A. ltis the purpose of this Zoning Ordinance to:

1.

Regulate the use of land and structures to meet the needs of the state's citizens for food, fiber, energy,
and other natural resources, places of residence, recreation, industry, trade, service, and other uses of
land in accordance with the land’s character and adaptability.

Ensure that the use of land is situated in appropriate locations and relationships.

Limit the inappropriate overcrowding of land and congestion of population, transportation systems, and
other public facilities.

Facilitate adequate and efficient provision for transportation systems, sewage disposal, water, energy,
education, recreation, and other public service and facility requirements.

Promote public health, safety, and welfare including the conservation of property values and natural
resources including wooded areas, wetlands, water resources and farmland.

Implement the goals, objectives and policies of the Marathon Township Master Plan adopted pursuant
to the Planning Enabling Act, Public Act 33 of 2008, as amended.

Advance all other purposes as authorized by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, Public Act 110 of 2006,
as amended.

Balance of Page Blank
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Article 2
INTERPRETATION, SEVERABILITY, VESTED RIGHT, and REPEAL

Section 2.01 INTERPRETATION

In interpreting and applying the provisions of this Ordinance, they shall be held to the minimum requirements
adopted for the promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, prosperity and general welfare.
Unless specifically provided for, it is not intended by this Ordinance to repeal, abrogate, annul or in any way to
impair or interfere with the existing and unrepealed provision of law or ordinance or any rules, regulations or
permits previously adopted or issued pursuant to law relating to the use of building or land, provided, however,
that where this Ordinance imposes a greater restriction upon the use of buildings or structures or land or upon the
courtyards or other open spaces than are imposed or required by such existing provisions of law or ordinance or
by such rules, regulations or permits, the provisions of this Ordinance shall control.

Section 2.02 SEVERANCE CLAUSE

Sections of this Ordinance shall be deemed to be severable and should any section, paragraph, or provision
thereof be declared by the courts to be unconstitutional or invalid, such holdings shall not affect the validity of this
Ordinance as a whole or any other part thereof, other than the part so declared to be unconstitutional or invalid.
Further, if any court shall declare invalid the application of any provision of this Ordinance to a particular parcel,
lot use, building or structure, such ruling shall not affect the application of said provision to any other parcel, lot
use building or structure not specifically included in said ruling.

Section 2.03 VESTED RIGHT

Nothing in this Ordinance should be construed to give rise to any permanent vested rights in the continuation of
any particular zoning district or any permissible activities therein. Zoning districts shall be subject to subsequent
amendment as may be necessary to protect the public health, safety, and welfare.

Section 2.04 REPEAL

The former Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance, being Ordinance Number 100, adopted on February 12, 1980,
and all amendments thereto, are hereby repealed in their entirety.

Balance of Page Blank
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Article 3
ADMINISTRATION, ENFORCEMENT, and PENALTIES

Section 3.01  PURPOSE

It is the intent and purpose of this Article to provide for the administration of this Ordinance and the creation of a
review and permit process. The primary permit process shall require the issuance of one permit which shall be
the Zoning Permit. Issuance of such a Permit, pursuant to this Article, shall indicate that the uses and plans for
which the Zoning Permit is requested comply with this Ordinance. Upon the issuance of a Zoning Permit, the
applicant may erect or alter a building or structure for which the Zoning Permit has been issued only after receiving
a Building Permit from the Building Inspector.

Section 3.02 RESPONSIBILITY for ADMINISTRATION

The administration and enforcement of this Ordinance shall be the responsibility of the Township Board, the
Planning Commission, and such personnel as designated by the Township Board in accordance with P.A. 110 of
2006, as amended, the “Michigan Zoning Enabling Act"; and this Ordinance. The Zoning Administrator shall serve
under such terms and at such rate of compensation as the Township Board may determine.

Section 3.03 DUTIES of the ZONING ADMINISTRATOR

A. Under no circumstances is the Zoning Administrator permitted to make changes in this Ordinance, nor to vary
the terms of this Ordinance while carrying out the duties prescribed herein. It shall be the responsibility of the
Zoning Administrator to enforce the provisions of this Ordinance and in doing so shall perform, at a minimum, the
following duties:

1. Issue Permits: All applications for Zoning Permits, including permits for special uses, temporary uses and
temporary dwellings; variances; appeals; requests for Ordinance interpretation; and requests for changes
to a nonconforming use shall be submitted to the Zoning Administrator who may issue such permits when
all applicable provisions of this Ordinance have been met and approval has been granted by the proper
body or official.

2. File of Applications: The Zoning Administrator shall maintain files of all permit applications, and shall keep
a record of all permits issued; these shall be filed in the office of the Township Clerk and shall be open
for public inspection.

3. Inspections: The Zoning Administrator shall be empowered to make inspections of buildings or premises
in order to carry out the enforcement of this Ordinance. No person shall molest the Zoning Administrator
in the discharge of his/her duties. The Zoning Administrator, with Township Board approval, may seek a
search warrant through the Township Attorney any time a property owner refuses access to a property in
order to make an inspection to determine compliance with this Ordinance.

4. Record of Complaints: The Zoning Administrator shall keep a record of every complaint of a violation of
any of the provisions of this Ordinance, and of the action taken consequent to each complaint; such
records shall be open for public inspection.

5. Reports: The Zoning Administrator shall report to the Planning Commission and Township Board
periodically, as requested by such bodies, on activities pertaining to the issuance of Zoning Permits and
complaints of violation and actions taken on such complaints.

Section 3.04 PERMIT PROCEDURES and REGULATIONS

A. Zoning Permit Application Required for Construction: No excavation shall be initiated, no building shall
be erected, altered, moved or structural alterations (including but not limited to porches, decks, patios or terraces)
initiated until a Zoning Permit has been issued by the Zoning Administrator and, where required, a Building Permit
has been issued by the Building Inspector. No Zoning Permit shall be issued for any building or use of land where
the construction, addition, alteration, or use thereof would be in violation of this Ordinance, except upon written
order of the Zoning Board of Appeals. An application for a Zoning Permit shall be available from the Township
Office.

B. Plot Plan / Site Plan: An application for a Zoning Permit shall include the submittal of a Plot Plan or Site
Plan. The preparation and review of such submittal shall comply with the provisions of Article 4. Upon approval of
such plan, a Zoning Permit will be issued except as may be provided otherwise in this Ordinance.

C. Application Fees: Fees for plan reviews, permits, certificates of occupancy and similar requirements of this
Ordinance shall be established by motion of the Township.

Article 3: Administration, Enforcement, and Penalties
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D. Permit Issuance, Withholding, Expiration, and Revocation.

1.

Issuance: Whenever the buildings, structures, and uses as set forth in any application are in conformity
with the provisions of this Ordinance, or a variance granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals, the Zoning
Administrator shall issue the appropriate permit after being directed to do so by the designated approving
body or official. A performance guarantee may be required as a condition to the issuance of any Zoning
Permit in order to insure conformance with the requirements of this Ordinance (see Section 3.06). In any
case where a permit is refused, the reasons shall be stated in writing to the applicant.

Withholding Permit: The Zoning Administrator may withhold any Zoning Permit pending verification that
an applicant has received required county, state or federal permits including but not limited to septic and
water well permits; soil erosion and sedimentation control permits; wetlands permits; flood plain and
culvert permits; driveway permits; or building permits. Likewise, wherever this Ordinance authorizes
permit approval by the Planning Commission or Township Board, the Planning Commission or Township
Board may condition final approval of the requested development activity upon the receipt of any of the
above mentioned county, state or federal approvals and/or direct the Zoning Administrator not to issue a
Zoning Permit until said permits from other agencies have been obtained.

3. Expiration of Permit:

a. Permit Expiration Period: A zoning permit, including the approved plot plan or site plan upon
which the permit is based and a Special Land Use, shall expire after one (1) year from the date of
granting such permit unless the development proposed or activity authorized shall have passed its
first building inspection by the Building Inspector.

1) Where a zoning permit does not provide for a building or structure, such as may be the case
with a mineral extraction operation, platted subdivision or site condominium, the zoning permit
shall become null and void after one (1) year from the date of granting such permit unless the
approving body finds that the owner or developer is maintaining a good faith intention to
proceed with the authorized use.

a) Inthe case of an extraction operation, the determination of a good faith intention to proceed
shall consider such factors as the extent of any completed fencing, berming or other
screening as may have been required, the extent to which material has been extracted from
the site, and similar measures demonstrating a commitment to the authorized use.

b) In the case of a platted subdivision or site condominium, the determination of a good faith
intention to proceed shall consider such factors as to the extent of clearing, preliminary
grading, and survey staking of roads and drives, and such permit shall become null and
void after two (2) years from the date of granting such permit unless utilities and access
ways, including roads, have been completed.

b. Extension of Permit Expiration Period: The body that approved a zoning permit may waive or
extend the period of time in which the permit is to expire, for multiple periods with each period not to
exceed one (1) year, if it is satisfied that the owner or developer is maintaining a good faith intention
to proceed with construction and even though the permit and plot/site plan may not comply with the
most current standards of this Ordinance due to amendments since the issuance of the permit. In
the case of a multi-phased project, the expiration of a zoning permit for a specific phase shall
similarly result in the expiration of all zoning permits previously granted for subsequent phases.

1) In the case where the original zoning permit is to expire more than three (3) years following the
initial issuance of the permit, no extension shall be granted unless the body that approved the
permit finds that surrounding conditions and land uses, and the most current standards of this
Ordinance, continue to support the adequacy of the plot/site plan, and the owner or developer is
maintaining a good faith intention to proceed with construction.

c. Reapplication: Should a zoning permit expire, such use, building and/or activity shall not be
initiated or continued except upon reapplication, subject to the provisions of all ordinances in effect
at the time of reapplication. Upon expiration of the zoning permit, failure to terminate the use for
which the permit was issued is declared to be a nuisance per se and a violation of this Ordinance.

Revocation: The Zoning Administrator shall have the power to revoke or cancel any Zoning Permit in case

of failure or neglect to comply with any provisions of this Ordinance, or in the case of any false statement

or misrepresentation made in the application. The owner or his agent shall be notified of such revocation
in writing. Upon such revocation, all further construction activities and usage shall cease upon the site,
other than for the purpose of correcting the violation. The Zoning Administrator may issue a stop work
order to halt all construction activities and usage pending a decision on revocation of said permit. Failure
to terminate the use for which the permit was revoked, other than for the purpose of correcting the violation
is declared to be a nuisance per se and a violation of this Ordinance. Revocation of a permit issued for a

Article 3: Administration, Enforcement, and Penalties
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special land use or variance shall not occur until a hearing has been held by the body which granted the
permit.

E. Occupancy Permit: No structure or use shall be occupied without first receiving a certificate of occupancy
permit from the Building Inspector.

Section 3.05 VIOLATIONS and PENALTIES

Any person, firm, or corporation who violates any of the provisions of this Ordinance is responsible for a municipal
civil infraction, subject to payment of a civil fine of not less than fifty dollars ($50.00), plus costs and other
sanctions, for each infraction. Repeat offenses under this Ordinance shall be subject to increased fines as
provided by Ordinance No. 96-2.

Section 3.06 PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE for COMPLIANCE

A. Performance Guarantee Requirements: A performance guarantee in the form of a cash deposit, bank letter
of credit, or performance bond, may be required to insure compliance with the requirements for any site plan,
special land use approval, or variance.

B. Amount of Performance Guarantee: The amount of the performance guarantee shall be equal to ten percent
(10%) of the estimated cost of construction, but in no event shall the performance guarantee amount be less than
$5,000.00. The estimated cost of construction shall be based upon an estimate submitted by the engineer for the
applicant and shall be reviewed and approved by the Zoning Administrator. The performance guarantee shall be
submitted prior to the issuance of any building permits.

C. Release of Performance Guarantee or Bond: Upon the issuance of a final certificate of occupancy by the
Zoning Administrator, any unused portions of the performance guarantee shall be released to the applicant.

Section 3.07 PUBLIC HEARING NOTICES

A. Performance Guarantee Requirements: A performance guarantee in the form of a cash deposit, bank letter
of credit, or performance bond, may be required to insure compliance with the requirements for any site plan,
special land use approval, or variance.

A. Hearing Notice Content: Unless otherwise required by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act or this
Ordinance where applicable, all mail, personal and newspaper notices for public hearings shall do the following:
1. Describe the nature of the request including whether the request is for a text amendment, zoning map
amendment (rezoning), special land use, variance, appeal, ordinance interpretation or other purpose.
2. Indicate the property that is the subject of the request. The notice shall include a listing of all existing
street addresses within the subject property. Street addresses do not need to be created and listed if no
such addresses currently exist within the property. If there are no street addresses, other means of
identification may be used such as a tax parcel identification number. No street addresses must be
listed when eleven (11) or more adjacent properties are proposed for rezoning, or when the request is
for an ordinance interpretation not involving a specific property.
3. Indicate the date, time and place of the hearing(s).
4. Indicate when and where written comments will be received concerning the request.

B. Recipients and Means of Notice: Unless otherwise required by the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act or this
Ordinance where applicable, the following shall receive notice of the hearing, which notice shall include the
information specified in (A) above.

1. To the general public, by publication of the hearing notice in a newspaper of general circulation in the
Township.

2. To the owners of property for which approval is being considered, and the applicant if the applicant is
different than the property owner, by mail or personal delivery.

3. To all persons to whom real property is assessed within 300 feet of the boundary of the project subject
to the request, and to the occupants of all structures within 300 feet of the property, regardless of
whether the property or occupant is located in Marathon Township, by mail or personal delivery. If the
name of the occupant is not known, the term "occupant" may be used in making notification.

a. Subsection (3) above shall not apply in the case of rezoning requests involving eleven (11) or more
adjacent properties or an ordinance interpretation request that does not involve a specific property.

b. If a single structure contains more than four (4) dwelling units or other distinct spatial areas owned
or leased by different persons, a single notice may be given to the manager or owner of the
structure and such person shall be requested to post the notice at the primary entrance to the

Article 3: Administration, Enforcement, and Penalties
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structure.

4. To each electric, gas, and pipeline public utility company, each telecommunication service provider,
each railroad operating within the district or zone affected, and the airport manager of each airport, that
registers its name and mailing address with the Township Clerk for the purpose of receiving the notice
of public hearing, by mail. Such notifications need only be provided in the case of text amendments or
zoning map amendments to this Ordinance.

5. To any neighborhood organization that registers its name and mailing address with the Township Clerk
for the purpose of receiving all or specific notices of public hearings, by mail. Such requests must be
renewed every two (2) years to maintain hearing notifications. Fees may be assessed by the Township
Board for the provision of these notifications.

C. Timing of Notice and Determination of Notice Given: Unless otherwise required by the Michigan Zoning
Enabling Act or this Ordinance where applicable, all mail, personal and newspaper notices for public hearings
shall be made not less than fifteen (15) days before the date the request will be considered, including
applications for zoning map amendments (rezonings), text amendments, special land uses, variances,
administrative appeals and ordinance interpretations. The notice under subsection (B) shall be considered to be
given when personally delivered or when deposited during normal business hours for delivery with the United
States postal service or other public or private delivery service.

End of Article 3
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Article 4
PROCEDURES for PLOT PLAN and SITE PLAN REVIEW

Section 4.01  PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this Article to specify standards, application and data requirements, and the review process
which shall be followed in the preparation of site plans and plot plans as required by this Ordinance. These
procedures are incorporated into the Zoning Permit application process to ensure that the Zoning Administrator
and Planning Commission is afforded an opportunity to review and evaluate proposed uses of sites with regard
to such considerations as parking and vehicular circulation, drainage, screening, and conformance with all
applicable provisions and standards of this Ordinance.

Section 4.02 APPROVAL of SITE PLAN or PLOT PLAN REQUIRED

A. Planning Commission Approval for Site Plans: Site plan approval is required by the Planning Commission,
prior to the issuance of a Zoning Permit, for the following land uses:

1. All uses permitted by right within any commercial or industrial zoning district.

2. All special land uses, as specified in each zoning district.

3. All uses for which this Ordinance requires four (4) or more off street parking spaces.

4. All single and two family developments subject to the platting requirements of P.A. 591 of 1996, the Land

Division Act, as amended.
5. All condominium subdivisions subject to P.A. 59 of 1978, the Condominium Act, as amended.

B. Zoning Administrator Approval for Plot Plans: Plot Plan approval is required by the Zoning Administrator,
prior to the issuance of a Zoning Permit, for all other uses not listed in Section 4.02 (A) above. The Zoning
Administrator shall review such plans in accordance with the same standards used by the Planning Commission
as specified in Section 4.05.

Section 4.03 DATA REQUIRED

A. Plot Plans: An accurate, readable, scale drawing showing the following shall be submitted with applications
for Zoning Permits for uses requiring plot plan review, except in the case of minor alterations and repair, as
determined by the Zoning Administrator.

1. Name, address and telephone number of the applicant (and owner if different).

2. A survey showing property dimensions and legal description, including angles, lot area and dimensions,
and an arrow pointing north. The Zoning Administrator may waive the requirement for a survey if he
determines that there are no potential setback issues or other issues which need to be resolved by a
survey.

3. Thelocation, dimensions, height and bulk of the existing and/or proposed structures to be erected, altered,
or moved on the lot.

4. Dimensions of yards, parking lots and space dimensions, and the number of spaces.

5. A description of proposed use(s) of the building(s), land and structures.

6. The proposed number of sleeping rooms, dwelling units, and employees, as applicable.

7. Configuration of the driveway and parking areas.

8. Existing public right-of-ways or easements.

9. A vicinity sketch showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding street system, and adjacent

land uses within three hundred (300) feet in every direction including on the opposite side of any public
thoroughfare.

10. Any other information deemed necessary by the Zoning Administrator to determine zoning ordinance
compliance and provide for the enforcement of this Ordinance.

Article 4: Plot Plan and Site Plan Review
4-1



Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance

B. Site Plan: A site plan shall be submitted as part of a Zoning Permit application for uses listed in Section
4.02(A). The site plan shall be provided on a professional quality drawing of scale not less than 1"=100'. All
information depicted shall be designed by a professional engineer, land surveyor, or landscape architect licensed
in Michigan and the seal of such designer shall be affixed. The site plan shall provide the following data:

1.
2.

3.

ok

11.
12.

13.

14.
15.

16.

Name, address and telephone number of the applicant (and owner if different).

A survey showing property dimensions and legal description, including angles, lot area and dimensions, and
an arrow pointing north.

Existing natural features such as woodlands, streams, flood plains, county drains, lakes or ponds, topography
(at two-foot intervals on-site and within one hundred fifty (150) feet of the site) and existing man-made features
such as roads and structures, with indication as to which are to be retained and which removed or altered.
The Planning Commission may waive or alter the requirement for topography mapping if the Planning
Commission determines that topography mapping is not necessary in light of the nature or location of the
project.

Existing public right-of-way, private easements of record, and deed restrictions.

Project description, including the location, dimensions, height and bulk of the existing and/or proposed
structures to be erected, altered, or moved on the property; the total number of structures, units, bedrooms,
and offices; the square feet associated with each building and use including total and usable floor area;
carports and garages; employees by shift; amount of recreational and open space and the type of recreation
facilities to be provided, and related information as pertinent or otherwise required by this Ordinance.
Proposed streets and alleys, (including cross-sections), acceleration, deceleration or right turn lanes,
driveways, parking spaces, sidewalks, with indication of direction of travel, the inside radii of all curves
including driveway curb returns. The width of streets, driveways and sidewalks, the total number of parking
spaces, and dimensions of a typical individual parking space and associated aisles. Proposed traffic control
measures (including signs) and proposed street or road names shall also be indicated.

Location of utilities, water supply and the location and design of waste water systems as well as any
easements that exist or are proposed to be established for installation, repair and maintenance of utilities.
Proposed location and dimensions of accessory structures, including trash receptacles.

Proposed location of free standing and wall signs, including construction details of such signs.

. A landscaping plan indicating the locations of plant materials to be preserved and locations of proposed

planting and screening, fencing, and lighting in compliance with the requirements of Article 23, Landscaping
and Screening. Also, proposed locations of common open spaces, if applicable.

A plan identifying how storm water is to be collected and discharged.

Location of exterior drains, dry wells, catch basins, retention and/or detention areas, sumps and other facilities
designed to collect, store or transport storm water or waste water. The point of discharge for all drains and
pipes shall also be specified on the site plan.

Location and specifications for any existing or proposed above or below ground storage facilities for any
chemicals, salts, flammable materials, or hazardous materials as well as any containment structures or clear
zones required by government authorities.

A statement from the applicant identifying all federal, state and local permits required, if any.

A vicinity sketch showing the location of the site in relation to the surrounding street system and other land
uses within three hundred (300) feet in every direction of the proposed use including land uses on the opposite
side of any public thoroughfare(s).

Such other information as is necessary to enable the Planning Commission to determine whether the
proposed site plan will conform to the provisions of this Ordinance.

C. The Zoning Administrator may establish and make available written guidelines as to the scale and level of detail
needed for applications for various types of uses requiring a Zoning Permit, or for information to be submitted to
the Zoning Board of Appeals in order to make a decision on an appeal, request for Ordinance interpretation or
variance.

Article 4: Plot Plan and Site Plan Review
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Section 4.04 PLOT PLAN and SITE PLAN REVIEW PROCEDURES

A. Submittal and Distribution of Plot Plans and Site Plans: At least twelve (12) copies of a site plan, or five
(5) copies of a plot plan where a plot plan is required, and same number of Zoning Permit application forms, shall
be submitted to the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall review the application forms and plans
for completeness and if such materials are not complete according to Section 4.03, the materials shall be returned
to the applicant with a written notice identifying the inadequacies. Upon receipt of the adequately completed plans
and zoning permit application forms, the Zoning Administrator shall record the date of their receipt and transmit
seven (7) copies of the site plan to the Planning Commission; one (1) copy to the Fire Department, one (1) copy
to the Township Clerk, and the remaining shall be retained by the Zoning Administrator. In the case of a plot plan,
the Zoning Administrator shall retain all copies.

B. Review:
1. Plot Plan: The Zoning Administrator shall review the application and plans and determine their conformity
with the applicable provisions of this Ordinance and the provisions of Section 4.05.
2. Site Plan: The Planning Commission shall review the application and plans and determine their conformity
with the applicable provisions of this Ordinance and the provisions of Section 4.05.

C. Action:

1. Plot Plan: After conducting a review, the Zoning Administrator shall reject, approve, or conditionally
approve the plot plan as it pertains to requirements and standards contained in the Zoning Ordinance. Any
conditions required by the Zoning Administrator shall be stated in writing and shown on the plot plan, and
delivered to the applicant. A plot plan shall be approved if it contains the information required by, and is in
compliance with this Ordinance, the conditions imposed pursuant to the Ordinance, other Township
planning documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and federal statutes. See Section 25.12
regarding conditional approvals.

2. Site Plan: After conducting a review, the Planning Commission shall reject, approve, or conditionally
approve the site plan as it pertains to requirements and standards contained in the Zoning Ordinance,
other Township planning documents, other applicable ordinances, and state and federal statutes. Any
conditions required by the Planning Commission shall be stated in writing and shown on the site plan, and
delivered to the applicant. See Section 25.12 regarding conditional approvals.

D. Approved Plot Plans and Site Plans: At least three (3) copies of an approved plot plan or site plan, with any
conditions contained within, shall be maintained as part of the Township records for future review and
enforcement. One (1) copy shall be returned to the applicant. For identification of the approved plans, each copy
shall be signed and dated with the date of approval by the Chairperson of the Planning Commission, or by the
Zoning Administrator in the case of a plot plan. If any variances from the Zoning Ordinance have been obtained
from the Zoning Board of Appeals, the minutes concerning the variances, duly signed, shall also be filed with the
Township records as a part of the plot plan or site plan and delivered to the applicant for information and direction.

Section 4.05 PLOT PLAN and SITE PLAN APPROVAL STANDARDS

Each plot plan and site plan shall conform with the applicable provisions of this Ordinance including the standards
listed below:

A. Applicable provisions of:

Article 20, Signs

Article 21, Off-Street Parking and Loading
Article 22, Access Control

Article 23, Landscaping and Screening
Article 24, Environmental Protection
Article 25, General Provisions

ok wn =

B. All elements of the Plan shall be harmoniously and efficiently organized in relation to topography, the size and
type of lot, the character of adjoining property and the type and size of buildings. The site shall be so developed
as not to impede the normal and orderly development or improvement of surrounding property for uses permitted
in this Ordinance.

C. Thelandscape shall be preserved in its natural state, insofar as practical, by minimizing tree, other vegetative
material, and soil removal, and by topographic modifications which are in keeping with the general appearance of
adjacent and surrounding uses and development.

Article 4: Plot Plan and Site Plan Review
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D. The removal of storm waters shall not increase off-site sedimentation or otherwise adversely affect
neighboring properties due to flooding.

E. All buildings or groups of buildings shall be so arranged as to permit emergency access by some practical
means to all sides.

F. Every structure or dwelling unit shall have access to a public street, walkway, or other area dedicated to
common use.

G. There shall be provided a pedestrian circulation system which is insulated as completely as reasonably
possible from the vehicular circulation system.

H. The arrangement of public or common ways for vehicular and pedestrian circulation shall respect the pattern
of existing or planned streets and pedestrian or bicycle pathways in the area. Streets and drives which are part of
an existing or planned street pattern which serves adjacent development shall be of a width appropriate to the
traffic volume they will carry and shall have a dedicated right-of-way according to the standards of the Lapeer
County Road Commission and, where applicable, the Tuscola and Genesee County Road Commissions.

I. All parking areas shall be so designed to facilitate efficient and safe vehicular and pedestrian circulation,
minimize congestion at access and egress points to intersecting roads, including the use of service drives as
appropriate, and minimize the negative visual impact of such parking areas.

J. Residential and nonresidential development shall not include unnecessary curb cuts and shall use shared
drives and/or service drives unless precluded by substantial practical difficulties.

K. The site plan shall provide for the appropriate location of all necessary and proposed utilities. Locational
requirements shall include underground facilities to the greatest extent feasible.

L. Site plans shall conform to all applicable requirements of state and federal statutes.

M. The applicant shall demonstrate that reasonable precautions will be made to prevent hazardous materials
from entering the environment including:

1. General purpose floor drains shall only be allowed if they are approved by the responsible agency for
connection to a public sewer system, an on-site closed holding tank (not a septic system), or regulated
through a State of Michigan ground water discharge permit.

2. State and federal agency requirements for storage, spill prevention, record keeping, emergency response,
transport and disposal of hazardous substances shall be met. No discharges to ground water, including
direct and indirect discharges, shall be allowed without required permits and approvals.

Section 4.06 PRELIMINARY SKETCH PLAN REVIEW OPTION

An applicant may seek approval of a sketch plan, subject to a fee as determined by the Township Board, the
purpose of which is to receive approval of the general design and layout of the project prior to preparing a detailed
site plan.

A. Sketch Plan Application: Applications for sketch plan approval shall be submitted to the Zoning
Administrator and shall consist of the following:
1. A completed application form supplied by the Zoning Administrator, with the number of copies required
by Township Board policy.
2. A sketch plan at a scale of not less than one (1) inch equals one hundred (100) feet with the number of
copies required by Township Board policy, and containing the following minimum information:.
Property dimensions.
Significant vegetation.
Water courses and water bodies, including man-made surface drainage ways.
Existing public right of way, pavements, and/or private easements.
Existing uses, buildings, structures, and lots.
Proposed uses and general location of buildings, structures, and lots.
Zoning classification of all properties within three hundred (300) feet.
The name and address of the person and firm who prepared the plan and the date on which the plan
was prepared.
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B. Planning Commission Review and Action: The Planning Commission shall review the sketch plan and
grant preliminary approval, approval with conditions, or denial of the plan, based on compliance with the standards
of Section 4.05. If given preliminary approval, the applicant may submit a final site plan.

Article 4: Plot Plan and Site Plan Review
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C. Approval Period: Approval of the sketch plan is valid for a period of one (1) year. If a final site plan has not
been submitted during that period, the approval of the sketch plan shall be null and void.

Section 4.07 CONFORMITY to APPROVED SITE PLANS

Property which is the subject of site plan approval must be developed in strict compliance with the approved site
plan and any approved amendments thereto. If construction and development does not conform with such
approved plans, the approved Zoning Permit shall be revoked by the Zoning Administrator pursuant to the
procedure in Section 3.04(E)(4). Upon revocation of such approval, all construction activities shall immediately
cease upon the site, other than for the purpose of correcting the violation.

Section 4.08 CHANGES and APPEALS

A. Site Plan Amendment: No changes shall be made to an approved site plan prior to or during construction
except upon mutual agreement between the applicant and the Planning Commission according to the following
procedures;

1. Major Changes: Major changes or amendments to an approved site plan shall include changes in excess
of five (5) feet in the location of walkways, vehicular circulation ways and parking areas, or exterior building
and structure walls; the number and location of accesses to public streets and alleys; a reduction in the
number of parking spaces or an increase of more than four (4) parking spaces; an increase in the gross
floor area or heights of buildings or number of dwelling units; a reduction in open space; and similar
changes. Major changes shall require approval in the same manner as the original site plan application
was submitted, reviewed, and approved and subject to the finding of all of the following:

a. Such changes will not adversely affect the initial basis for granting approval;

b. Such changes will not adversely affect the overall project in light of the intent and purpose of such
development as set forth in this Article; and

c. Such changes shall not result in the reduction of open space area as required herein.

2. Minor Changes: Minor changes to an approved site plan shall include changes not otherwise included as a
major change in (A)(1) above and may be approved by the Zoning Administrator. Approved changes shall
be clearly specified in writing and signed by the Zoning Administrator. The Zoning Administrator shall keep
accurate records of approved changes. The Zoning Administrator may defer action to the Planning

Commission.

B. Changes to a Plot Plan: The Zoning Administrator shall review proposed changes to an approved Plot Plan
in the same manner as the original plot plan application was submitted, reviewed, and approved.

C. Appeals: With regard to site plan and plot plan approval decisions, an appeal may be taken to the Zoning
Board of Appeals in the manner as other administration decisions.

Balance of Page Blank
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End of Article 4
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Article 5
PROCEDURES for SPECIAL LAND USES

Section 5.01  PURPOSE

It is the purpose of this Ordinance to provide a set of procedures and standards for specific uses of land or
structures that will allow, on one hand, practical latitude for the investor or developer, but that will, at the same
time, promote the intent and purpose of this Zoning Ordinance, and insure that the land use or activity authorized
shall be compatible with adjacent uses of land, the natural environment, and the capacities of public services and
facilities affected by the land uses. In order to provide control and reasonable flexibility, this Article permits detailed
review of certain specified types of land use activities which, because of their particular and unique characteristics,
require special consideration in relation to the welfare of adjacent properties and to the community as a whole.
Land uses and structures possessing these characteristics may be authorized within certain zoning districts by
the issuance of a Zoning Permit for a Special Land Use.

Section 5.02 PROCEDURES for SPECIAL LAND USES

An application for a Zoning Permit for any special land use or structure identified as such in a particular zoning
district shall be submitted and processed under the following procedures:

A. Submission of Application: Any person having an ownership interest in the subject property may file an
application for one or more Zoning Permits for a special land use as provided for in this Ordinance. The number
of copies of an application required by Township Board policy shall be submitted through the Zoning Administrator
on a special form for that purpose. Each application copy shall be accompanied by a site plan prepared pursuant
to Section 4.03(B). The application shall be accompanied by the payment of a fee as established by the Township
Board to cover costs of processing the application.

B. Check for Completeness and Accuracy: Within ten (10) working days of the receipt of the application, the
Zoning Administrator shall determine whether it is in proper form and contains all required information for the
Planning Commission to determine compliance with the applicable standards of Section 5.06.

C. Forwarding of Application to Planning Commission: Upon certification by the Zoning Administrator that
the site plan and application form appear to be complete, seven (7) copies of the application and site plan shall
be forwarded to the Planning Commission. The Zoning Administrator may also submit copies of the site plan to
any other agencies considered to be impacted by the application for the special land use.

D. Planning Commission Action:

1. Application Review and Public Hearing:

a. The Planning Commission shall review the site plan and special land use application and set a public
hearing date. The Planning Commission shall publish a notice of public hearing according to Section
3.07.

2. Planning Commission Decision and Basis for Decision: Upon review of the special land use application,
all supporting materials, and the hearing, the Planning Commission shall approve, deny, or approve with
conditions the special land use application and site plan. Action on the application by the Planning
Commission shall be incorporated in a statement of findings and conclusions relative to the Special Land
Use application that specifies the basis for the decision and any conditions of approval.. In arriving at its
decision, the Planning Commission shall refer to and be guided by those standards set forth in Section
5.06. See Section 25.12 regarding conditional approvals.

Section 5.03 APPEALS

An appeal on a special land use application decision may be taken to the Zoning Board of Appeals. The decision
of the Zoning Board of Appeals may be further appealed to the circuit court as may be provided by law.

Section 5.04 REAPPLICATION

No application for a Zoning Permit for a special land use which has been denied wholly or in part by the Planning
Commission shall be resubmitted until the expiration of one (1) year or more from the date of such denial, except
on the grounds of newly-discovered evidence or proof of changed conditions. A reapplication shall require a new
fee and the process will follow all provisions of Section 5.02.

Article 5: Procedures for Special Land Uses
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Section 5.05 AMENDMENTS

A. Site Plan: The site plan, as approved, shall become part of the record of approval, and subsequent actions
shall be consistent with the approved site plan. Amendments to the approved Site Plan shall comply with the
application and review procedures of Section 4.08.

B. Use or Activity: A change in the character of the use or activity from what the originally approved Zoning
Permit for special land use authorized shall not occur until such change is applied for and approved according to
the application and review procedures of this Article and all other applicable sections of this Ordinance. Changes
requiring a new application and review procedure include, but shall not be limited to:

the addition of land to the legal description of the original special land use permit;

the establishment of another special land use(s).

the addition of more sales or service area, or the addition of dwelling units; and

an expansion or increase in intensity of use.

PoON=

Section 5.06 APPROVAL STANDARDS

A. Each application for a special land use shall be reviewed for the purpose of determining that the land use or
activity which may be authorized shall be compatible with adjacent uses of land, the natural environment, and the
capacities of public services and facilities affected by the land use. The land use or activity shall be consistent
with the public health, safety, and welfare of the Township and shall comply with the following standards:

1. Be harmonious with and in accordance with the Master Plan of the Township.

2. Be harmonious with and in accordance with the general objectives, intent and purposes of this Ordinance.

3. Be designed, constructed, operated and maintained so as to be harmonious and appropriate in
appearance with the existing or intended character of the general vicinity and that such a use will not
change the essential character of the area in which it is proposed. In determining whether this requirement
has been met, consideration shall be given to:

a. The bulk, placement, and materials of construction of proposed structures.
b. Pedestrian and vehicular circulation.
c. The location of vehicular use or parking areas.

4. Not be hazardous or disturbing to existing or future uses in the same general vicinity.

5. Be served adequately by essential public facilities and services, such as highways, streets, police, fire
protection, drainage structures, refuse disposal, water and sewage facilities and schools, and minimize
the impact of traffic generated by the proposed development on adjacent properties

6. Not involve uses, activities, processes, materials and equipment or conditions of operation that will be
detrimental to any person, property or general welfare by reason of excessive production of traffic, noise,
smoke, fumes, glare or odors.

7. Meet the site plan approval standards of Article 4.

8. Conform with all applicable county, state and federal requirements for that use.

B. Each application for a special land use shall be reviewed for the purpose of determining that the land use or
activity conforms to the specific site development requirements identified in Article 18.

End of Article 5
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Article 6
ZONING BOARD of APPEALS

Section 6.01 PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to establish a Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) pursuant to Public Act 110 of 2006,
as amended, including its responsibilities, procedures, and standards of review, to ensure that the objectives of
this Ordinance are fully and equitably achieved.

Section 6.02 CREATION and MEMBERSHIP

A. Establishment and Appointment of Members: The ZBA previously created under the Marathon Township
Zoning Ordinance adopted on February 12, 1980, as amended, shall continue to function under this Ordinance,
and each member shall remain in office until such time that the member is not reappointed or otherwise no longer
eligible to serve. The ZBA is retained in accordance with Public Act 110 of 2006 as amended. The ZBA shall
consist of five (5) members, appointed by the Township Board by majority vote. One (1) of the members shall be
a member of the Planning Commission. One (1) regular or alternate member of a ZBA may be a member of the
Township Board but shall not serve as the chairperson. The remaining regular members, and any alternate
members, shall be selected from the electors of the Township residing within. The members selected shall be
representative of the population distribution and of the various interests present in the Township. An employee or
contractor of the Township Board may not serve as a member of the ZBA.

B. Alternate Members: The Township Board may appoint not more than two (2) alternate members to the
ZBA. The alternate members shall be called on a rotating basis to sit as regular members of the ZBA in the
absence of a regular member if the regular member will be unable to attend one (1) or more meetings of the ZBA.
An alternate member may also be called to serve in the place of a regular member for the purpose of reaching a
decision on a case in which the regular member has abstained for reasons of conflict of interest. An alternate
member shall serve on a case until a final decision is made. The alternate member shall have the same voting
rights as a regular member of the ZBA.

C. Terms of Appointment: ZBA members, including alternate members, shall be appointed for three (3) year
terms except in the case of a Planning Commission and/or Township Board member serving on the ZBA, whose
terms on the ZBA shall be limited to the time they are members of the Planning Commission or Township Board.
A successor shall be appointed not more than one (1) month after the term of the preceding member has expired.
Vacancies for unexpired terms shall be filled for the remainder of the term in the same manner as the original
appointment. Members may be reappointed.

D. Removal from Office / Conflict of Interest: A member of the ZBA may be removed by the Township Board
for misfeasance, malfeasance, or nonfeasance in office upon written charges and after a public hearing. A member
shall disqualify himself or herself from deliberations and a vote in which the member has a conflict of interest.
Failure of a member to disqualify himself or herself from deliberations and a vote in which the member has a
conflict of interest constitutes malfeasance in office.

Section 6.03  ORGANIZATION

A. Rules of Procedure and Officers: The ZBA shall adopt rules of procedure for the conduct of its meetings
and the implementation of its duties. The ZBA shall annually elect from its members a chairperson, vice-
chairperson, and secretary.

B. Meetings and Quorum: Meetings of the ZBA shall be held at the call of the chairperson and at such other
times as the ZBA in its rules of procedure may specify. A majority of the regular membership of the ZBA shall
comprise a quorum, which may include an alternate member(s) sitting in for a regular member(s). The ZBA shall
not conduct official business unless a quorum is present. All meetings shall be open to the public and conducted
pursuant to the requirements of the Open Meetings Act (P.A. 267 of 1976, as amended).

C. Oaths and Witnesses: The chairperson may administer oaths and compel the attendance of witnesses.

D. Records/Minutes: The ZBA shall maintain a record of its proceedings which shall be filed in the office of the
Township Clerk, and shall be a public record according to the Freedom of Information Act. All minutes shall state
the grounds for each determination, including findings of fact and conclusions, and shall be available to the public
according to the Open Meetings Act.

E. Legal Counsel: The Township Attorney shall act as legal counsel for the ZBA.

Article 6: Procedures for Zoning Board of Appeals
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Section 6.04 JURISDICTION

The ZBA shall act upon questions as they arise in the administration of this Ordinance and take other actions as
specified in this Ordinance. The ZBA shall perform its duties and exercise its powers as provided in Public Act
110 of 2006, as amended. The ZBA shall not have the power to alter or change the zoning district classification
of any property, nor make any change in the terms or intent of this Ordinance, but shall have the power to act on
those matters so specified in this Ordinance including Ordinance interpretations, variances, and the review of an
order, requirement, decision, or determination made by an administrative official or body charged with the
administration or enforcement of this Ordinance.

Section 6.05 APPEALS for ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEWS

A. Authority: The ZBA shall hear and decide appeals where it is alleged by the appellant that there is an error
in any order, requirement, permit, or decision by the Zoning Administrator or by any other body or official in
administering or enforcing the provisions of this Ordinance. Within this capacity the ZBA may reverse or affirm,
wholly or partly, or may modify the order, requirement, decision, or determination of such body or official. The
ZBA shall have all the powers of the body or official that made the decision subject to the appeal. This authority
shall not extend to decisions on Special Land Use applications and ordinance amendment petitions.

B. Standards: The ZBA shall reverse or otherwise modify the decision of such body or official from whom the
appeal is taken only if it finds that the action or decision appealed meets any of the following conditions:

Was arbitrary or capricious.

Was based upon an erroneous finding of a material fact.

Constituted an abuse of discretion.

Was based upon erroneous interpretation of the Zoning Ordinance or zoning law.

Required procedures were not followed.

rocedures:
Application Requirements: A written application for an appeal for administrative review shall be
completed and filed with the Zoning Administrator on forms established for that purpose, within twenty-
one (21) days after the date of the meeting during which the meeting minutes addressing the decision
being appealed was approved. Application for an administrative review shall specify, at a minimum, the
name, address, and phone number of the applicant; the decision being appealed; and the basis for the
appeal. A minimum of eight (8) copies of the application shall be submitted along with any required
application fees.

2. Stay: An appeal of an administrative decision shall stay all proceedings in furtherance of the action
appealed unless the officer or body from whom the appeal is taken certifies to the ZBA, after the notice
of appeal is filed, that by reason of facts stated in the certification, a stay would in the opinion of the officer
or body would cause imminent peril to life or property. If such a certification is filed, the proceedings shall
only be stayed by a restraining order. A restraining order may be granted by the ZBA or by the circuit
court, on application, on satisfactory demonstration of due cause.

3. Record of Facts / Transmission of Record: Upon receipt of an application for administrative review, the
officer or body that made the decision being appealed shall transmit to the ZBA all papers constituting
the record associated with the decision being appealed. In hearing and deciding administrative appeals,
the ZBA'’s review shall be based upon the record of the administrative decision being appealed.

a. The ZBA shall not consider new information which had not been presented to the administrative
official or body that made the decision subject to the appeal except where the ZBA first remands the
matter back to the body that made the original administrative decision with an order to consider the
new information and affirm or modify its original decision.

4. Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable time and date
for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to review the application prior to
such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section 3.07. Upon the hearing, any party may
appear in person or by agent or attorney. See subsection (5) regarding participation at the hearing by a
member of the ZBA who is also a member of the Planning Commission or the Township Board.

5. Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of the findings

and determination of the ZBA and basis for such determination, and shall be made part of the meeting

minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the ZBA shall be necessary to reverse or
otherwise modify the action subject to the appeal. A member of the ZBA who is also a member of the

Planning Commission or the Township Board shall not participate in a public hearing, deliberation, or

vote, on the same matter that the member voted on as a member of the Planning Commission or the
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Township Board. However, the member may consider and vote on other unrelated matters involving the
same property.

Section 6.06 INTERPRETATIONS

A. Authority: The ZBA shall hear and decide upon requests to interpret the provisions of this Ordinance when
it is alleged that certain provisions are not clear or that they could have more than one meaning, including the
determination of the precise location of the boundary lines between zoning districts, application of off-street
parking requirements for a specific use, and whether a particular use is authorized in a particular district.

B. Standards: In deciding on an interpretation, the ZBA shall be guided by the following:

1. Aninterpretation shall be consistent with the intent and purpose of the Ordinance and the specific Article
in which the language in question is contained.

2. A text interpretation shall apply to the specific provision for which the interpretation is requested, and
shall not extend to matters beyond such specific provision.

3. A zoning district boundary interpretation shall be guided by Section 10.03.

4. All interpretations shall take into account any relevant interpretations previously issued by the ZBA and
any relevant past ordinance administration practices.

5. Prior to deciding a request for an interpretation, the ZBA may confer with Township staff and consultants
to gain insight into the provision subject to interpretation and any consequences which may result from
differing decisions.

C. Procedures:

1. Application Requirements: A written application for an interpretation shall be completed and filed with the
Zoning Administrator on forms established for that purpose. Application for an interpretation shall specify,
at a minimum, the name, address, and phone number of the applicant; the standard, regulation or
provision requiring an interpretation; and a plot plan, site plan, or similar drawing illustrating the
application or relevance of such interpretation. A minimum of eight (8) copies of the completed application
shall be submitted along with any application fees.

2. Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable time and date
for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to review the application prior to
such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section 3.07.

3. Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of the findings
and determination of the ZBA, and basis for such determination, and shall be made part of the meeting
minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the ZBA shall be necessary to make an
interpretation.

a. A decision providing an interpretation may be accompanied by a ZBA recommendation to the
Planning Commission for consideration of an amendment of the Ordinance to address what the ZBA
may find is a problematic aspect of the Ordinance.

Section 6.7 VARIANCES

A. Authority: The ZBA shall have the power to authorize specific variances from specific site development
standards of this Ordinance, such as lot area and width requirements, building height and setback requirements,
lot width and depth standards, lot depth to width ratio requirements, off-street parking and loading space
standards, and sign standards. The ZBA shall not have the power to authorize variances from requirements of
this Ordinance pertaining to permitted uses of land in a District.

B. Standards: The ZBA shall have the power to authorize variances from specific site development
requirements provided that all of the standards listed below are met and the record of proceedings of the ZBA
contains evidence supporting each conclusion.

1. Thatthere are practical difficulties that prevent carrying out the strict letter of this Ordinance due to unique
circumstances specific to the property such as its narrowness, shallowness, shape, or topography, that
do not generally apply to other property or uses in the same district, and shall not be recurrent in nature.
These difficulties shall not be deemed economic, but shall be evaluated in terms of the use of a particular
parcel of land.

2. That the practical difficulty or special condition or circumstance is not a result of the actions of the
applicant.

3. That the variance will relate only to property described in the variance application.
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That the variance will be in harmony with the purpose of this Ordinance and the intent of the District,
including the protection of public health, safety and welfare in general and vehicular and pedestrian
circulation specifically.

That the variance will not cause a substantial adverse effect upon surrounding property including property
values and the development, use and enjoyment of property in the neighborhood or District.

That strict compliance with the site development requirement in question would unreasonably prevent
the owner from using the property for a permitted purpose, or would render conformity unnecessarily
burdensome.

That the variance requested is the minimum amount necessary to overcome the inequality inherent in
the particular property or mitigate the practical difficulty.

C. Procedures

1.

Application Requirements: Application for a variance shall specify, at a minimum, the name, address,
and phone number of the applicant; the legal description for the lot subject to the variance; a specification
of the Ordinance’s standards for which a variance is sought and the specific variance being requested;
and a plot plan, site plan, elevation drawing or similar drawing prepared by a registered land surveyor or
registered engineer that clearly illustrates property lines, property line bearings and dimensions, existing
buildings and structures, and the proposed improvements to the lot for which the variance is requested.
In all variance proceedings, it shall be the responsibility of the applicant to provide information, plans,
testimony and/or evidence from which the ZBA may make the required findings, including any information
the applicant may choose to submit to demonstrate conformance with the standards of subsection (B)
above. A minimum of eight (8) copies of the completed application shall be submitted along with any
application fees.

Hearing: Upon receipt of an application, the chairperson of the ZBA shall fix a reasonable time and date

for a hearing, taking into account adequate time for members of the ZBA to review the application prior to

such hearing. Notice of the hearing shall comply with Section 3.07.

Decision: The ZBA shall render a decision in the form of a motion containing a full record of the findings

and determination of the ZBA, and basis for such determination, and shall be made part of the meeting

minutes. The concurring vote of a majority of the members of the ZBA shall be necessary to grant a

variance.

a. In granting a variance, the ZBA may prescribe appropriate conditions and safeguards in conformity
with this Ordinance. In the case where the ZBA prescribes such conditions, the ZBA may require that
a performance guarantee be furnished to ensure compliance with such conditions, according to
Section 2.6. Violations of such conditions and safeguards, when made a part of the terms under
which the variance is granted, shall be deemed a violation of this Ordinance. See Section 25.12
regarding conditional approvals.

b. Avariance shall become null and void unless the construction authorized by such variance has been
commenced within one-hundred eighty (180) days after the granting of the variance and that an
occupancy permit is issued by the Building Inspector within two (2) years of the granting of the
variance. The ZBA may extend this time limit upon its finding that no substantial changes have
occurred to ordinance regulations, abutting properties, or other conditions that undermine the basis
for the original issuance of the variance.

c. No application for a variance which has been acted upon shall be resubmitted for a period of one (1)
year from the date of the last denial, except on the grounds of newly-discovered evidence or proof of
changed conditions having bearing on the basis for the original denial, in the discretion of the ZBA.

d. Appeal on a variance application may be taken to the circuit court as may be provided by law.

End of Article 6
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Article 7
PROCEDURES for AMENDMENTS

Section 7.01  PURPOSE

The purpose of this Article is to establish the procedures for amending this Ordinance, including application
requirements and the review of such applications.

Section 7.02 INITIATION of AMENDMENTS

Only the Township Board may amend this Ordinance. Proposals for amendments or changes may be initiated by
the Township Board on its own motion, by the Planning Commission, or by petition of the owners of property to
be considered for rezoning.

Section 7.03 FILING FEE

The Township Board shall establish by motion, a fee to be paid in full at the time of filing any application for
rezoning.

Section 7.04 PROCEDURES

A. Application: A petitioner shall submit the number of copies required by Township Board policy of a completed
application for ordinance amendment to the Zoning Administrator on a form established for that purpose, which
shall include a detailed description of the proposed amendment including the name and address of the applicant
and the desired change(s) and reason(s) for such change(s).

1. When the petition involves a change in the Zoning Map, an application shall be submitted for each parcel
of land which is not contiguous to any adjacent parcel of land being proposed for the same amendment,
and the applicant shall also submit the following information:

a. A legal description of the property.

b. A scaled map of the property, correlated with the legal description, and clearly showing the property's
location.

c. The applicant's name and address and interest in the property, and if the applicant is not the owner,
the name and address of the owner.

d. The desired change and reasons for such change.

e. Signature(s) of petitioner(s) and owner(s) certifying the accuracy of the required information.

B. Action of Zoning Administrator: The Zoning Administrator shall review the application form and supporting
materials to ensure it is complete. Any application not properly filed or complete shall be returned to the applicant.
Complete applications shall be transmitted to the Planning Commission.

C. Notice of Hearing: After the Zoning Administrator has transmitted the amendment application to the Planning
Commission, it shall be placed on the agenda of the next regularly scheduled meeting of the Planning Commission
and the Planning Commission shall establish a date for at least one (1) public hearing on the application. The
Township Clerk shall give notice of the public hearing according to Section 3.07.

D. Planning Commission Actions
1. Planning Commission Review: In reviewing any application for an amendment to this Ordinance, the
Planning Commission shall identify and evaluate all factors relevant to the application. Findings of fact
shall be gathered and shall be made a part of the public records of the meetings of the Planning
Commission.
a. If the petition involves an amendment to the official zoning map, matters to be considered by the

Planning Commission shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

1) What, if any, identifiable conditions related to the application have changed which justify the
proposed amendment?

2) What are the precedents and the possible effects of such precedent which might result from the
approval or denial of the petition?

3) What is the impact of the amendment on the ability of the Township and other governmental
agencies to provide adequate public services and facilities, and/or programs that might
reasonably be required in the future if the proposed amendment is adopted?

4) Does the petitioned district change adversely affect environmental conditions, or the value of the
surrounding property?
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5) Is the site’s physical, geological, hydrological and other environmental features compatible with
the host of uses permitted in the proposed district?

6) Is the subject property able to be put to a reasonable economic use in the zoning district in which
it is presently located?

7) Does the petitioned district change generally comply with the Master Plan of the Township?

8) Is the proposed rezoning consistent with the zoning classification of surrounding land?

9) Can all requirements in the proposed zoning classification be complied with on the subject parcel?

b. If the petition involves an amendment to the text of the Ordinance, matters to be considered by the

Planning Commission shall include, but shall not be limited to, the following:

1) Is the proposed amendment supported by documentation, such as from the Zoning Board of
Appeals, that the proposed amendment would minimize problems or conflicts with specific
sections of the Ordinance?

2) Is the proposed amendment supported by reference materials, planning and zoning publications,
information gained at seminars or experiences of other communities to more effectively deal with
certain zoning issues?

3) Is the proposed amendment supported by significant case law?

2. Outside Agency Review: In determining the above mentioned findings of fact, the Planning Commission
may solicit information and testimony from officials of, but not limited to, the County Health Department,
County Road Commission, County Drain Commission, County Sheriff Department, any school district
affected, the County Planning Commission, and neighboring municipalities.

3. Planning Commission Recommendation: The Planning Commission shall transmit its findings and
recommendations for disposition of the application, and a summary of comments received at the public
hearing to the Township Board and County Planning Commission.

E. Township Board Actions

1. After receiving and reviewing the findings and recommendations of the Township Planning Commission,
and the recommendations of the County Planning Commission, the Township Board shall consider said
findings and recommendations and vote upon the adoption of the proposed amendment.

a. The Township Board may hold additional public hearings if the Township Board considers it
necessary. Notice of a public hearing held by the Township Board shall be according to Section 3.07.

b. The Township Board shall grant a hearing on the proposed amendment to any property owner who
has filed a written request to be heard in the form of a certified mail letter from the property owner to
the Township Clerk. The Planning Commission shall be requested to attend the hearing.

2. If the Township Board wishes to revise the text recommended by the Township Planning Commission, it
shall refer the text back to the Township Planning Commission to make further recommendation to the
Township Board, after which the Township Board shall take such action as it may choose. In the event
that the Township Board refers an application back to the Planning Commission, the Township Board
shall specify their objections or concerns.

F. Publication Of Notice Of Ordinance Amendments: Following adoption of subsequent amendments to this
Ordinance by the Township Board, one (1) notice of adoption shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Township within fifteen (15) days after adoption. The notice shall include the following
information:

1. Either a summary of the regulatory effect of the amendment including the geographic area affected, or

the text of the amendment.
2. The effective date of the amended Ordinance.
3. The place and time where a copy of the amended Ordinance may be purchased or inspected.

Section 7.05 COMPREHENSIVE REVIEW of ZONING ORDINANCE

The Planning Commission shall, from time to time, examine the provisions of this Ordinance and the location of
zoning district boundary lines and shall submit a report to the Township Board recommending changes and
amendments, if any, which are deemed to be desirable in the interest of public health, safety and general welfare.

End of Article 7
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Article 8
NONCONFORMING LOTS, USES of LAND, and STRUCTURES

Section 8.01  PURPOSE

It is recognized that there exists lots, structures and uses of land and structures within the districts established by
this Ordinance and subsequent amendments, which were lawful before this Ordinance was passed or amended,
which would be prohibited, regulated or restricted under the terms of this Ordinance. It is the intent of this Article
to permit legal nonconforming lots, structures and uses to continue until they are removed, but not to encourage
their survival.

Section 8.02 NONCONFORMING LOTS

A. In any district in which single family dwellings are permitted, notwithstanding limitations imposed by other
provisions of this Ordinance, a single family dwelling and customary accessory buildings may be erected on any
single lot of record recorded with the Register of Deeds at or before the effective date of adoption or amendment
of this Ordinance. This provision shall apply even though such lot fails to meet the requirements for area or width,
or both, that are generally applicable in the district; provided that yard dimensions, setbacks and other
requirements not involving area or width, or both, of the lot, shall conform to the regulations for the district in which
such lot is located, unless a yard requirement variance is obtained through approval of the Zoning Board of
Appeals.

Section 8.03 NONCONFORMING USES of LAND

A. Where, at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance, a lawful use of land exists that is
made no longer permissible under the terms of this Article as enacted or amended, such use may be continued,
so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:
1. No such nonconforming use shall be enlarged or increased, nor extended to occupy a greater area of
land than was occupied at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance.
2. No such nonconforming use shall be moved in whole or in part to any other portion of the lot or parcel
occupied by such use at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance.
3. A change of tenancy or ownership of a nonconforming use is allowed provided there is no increase in the
degree of nonconformance of the nonconforming use.
4. If a nonconforming use of a parcel or lot ceases for any reason for a period of more than three hundred
sixty-five (365) days, such nonconforming use shall not be renewed and the subsequent use of such
parcel or lot shall conform to the regulations of the district in which such parcel or lot is located.

Section 8.04 NONCONFORMING STRUCTURES

A. Where a lawful structure exists at the effective date of adoption or amendment of this Ordinance that could not
be built under the terms of this Ordinance or subsequent amendment by reason of restrictions on area, lot
coverage, height, yards or other characteristics of the structure or location on the lot, such structure may be
continued so long as it remains otherwise lawful, subject to the following provisions:

1. No such structure may be enlarged or altered in a way which increases its nonconformity, but the use of
a structure and/or the structure itself may be changed or altered to a use permitted in the district in which
it is located, provided that all such changes are also in conformance with the requirements of the district
in which it is located. Furthermore, any nonconforming use may be extended throughout any parts of a
building which were manifestly arranged or designed for such use, and which existed at the time of
adoption or amendment of this Article, but no such use shall be extended to occupy any land outside such
building.

2. Should such structure be destroyed by any means to an extent of more than fifty percent (50%) of its
replacement value, exclusive of foundations, it shall not be reconstructed except in conformity with the
provisions of this Ordinance, including the respective site development standards for the District in which
it is located. In identifying the extent of destruction and the cost to replace the damaged structure, the
Zoning Administrator may seek a written opinion from a qualified building appraiser and the opinion shall
include the basis for the opinion.

3. Should such structure be moved for any reason for any distance, it shall thereafter conform to the
regulations for the district in which it is located after it is moved.
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4. Any structure, or structure and land in combination, in or on which a nonconforming use is superseded by
a permitted use, shall thereafter conform to the regulations for the district in which such structure is
located, and the nonconforming use may not thereafter be resumed.

5. Where nonconforming status applies to a structure and use in combination, removal or destruction of the
structure shall eliminate the nonconforming status of the land, and all subsequent uses and structures on
the land shall conform to the applicable district regulations.

Section 8.05 CHANGE in NONCONFORMING USES

Irrespective of other requirements of this Article, if no structural alterations are made, any nonconforming use of
a structure and premises may be changed to another nonconforming use of similar or less nonconformance,
provided that the Zoning Board of Appeals, either by general rule or by making findings in the specific case, shall
find that the proposed use is equally appropriate or more appropriate to the district than the existing nonconforming
use. In permitting such change, the Board of Appeals may require appropriate conditions and safeguards in accord
with the purpose and intent of this Article. Where a nonconforming use, structure, or use and structure in
combination is hereafter changed to a less nonconforming character, it shall not thereafter be changed to a greater
nonconforming character.

Section 8.06 REPAIRS and MAINTENANCE

On any building devoted in whole or in part to any nonconforming use, work may be done on ordinary repairs, or
on repair or replacement of nonbearing walls, fixtures, wiring or plumbing, provided that the cubic content of the
building as it existed at the time of passage or amendment of this Article shall not be increased. No structural
alterations shall be made, except that nothing in this Article shall be deemed to prevent the strengthening or
restoring to a safe condition of any building or part thereof declared to be unsafe by any official charged with
protecting the public safety, upon order of such official.

Section 8.07 DISTRICT CHANGES

Whenever the boundaries of a district shall be changed so as to transfer an area from one district to another
district of another classification, the provisions of this Article shall also apply to any existing uses that become
nonconforming as a result of the boundary changes.

Section 8.08 HARDSHIP CASES

Nonconforming buildings or structures may be structurally changed, altered or enlarged with the approval of the
Zoning Board of Appeals when the Zoning Board of Appeals finds that the request is a case of exceptional
hardship in which failure to grant the relief requested would unreasonably restrict continued use of the property or
would restrict valuable benefits that the public currently derives from the property as used in its nonconforming
status, except that any approval for structural changes, alteration or enlargement may be granted only with a
finding by the Zoning Board of Appeals that approval will not have an adverse effect on surrounding property and
that it will be the minimum necessary to relieve the hardship.

End of Article 8
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Article 9

(Reserved For Future Use)
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End of Article 9
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Article 10
ZONING DISTRICTS and MAP

Section 10.01 ESTABLISHMENT of DISTRICTS

For the purpose of this Ordinance, the Township is hereby divided into the following zoning districts, which shall
be known by the following respective symbols and names.

AR: Agricultural - Residential District

R-1:  Suburban Residential District

R-2:  Urban Residential Low Density District
R-3:  Urban Residential Medium Density District
R-4:  Multiple Family Residential District

R-5:  Lake Residential District

R-6:  Manufactured Housing Community District
C-1:  Local Commercial District

I-1: Light Industrial District

Section 10.02 ZONING DISTRICT MAP

The boundaries of the respective districts enumerated in Section 10.01 are defined and established as depicted
on the Official Zoning Map entitted MARATHON TOWNSHIP ZONING MAP which is an integral part of this
Ordinance. This map, with all notations and explanatory matter thereon, shall be published as part of this
Ordinance as if fully described herein.

This Official Zoning Map shall be identified by the signature of the Township Supervisor, attested by the Township
Clerk, and bearing the following: This is to certify that this is the Official Zoning of the Marathon Township Zoning
Ordinance adopted on the 14th day of March, 2019. If, in accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance,
changes are made in district boundaries or other matter portrayed on the Official Zoning Map, such changes shall
be made on the Official Zoning Map.

The Official Zoning Map shall be located at the Township Hall and shall be the final authority with regard to the
current zoning status of all land in the Township, along with supporting minutes of Planning Commission and
Township Board meetings regarding zoning district changes, regardless of the existence of copies of the Official
Zoning Map which may be made and published from time to time.

Section 10.03 INTERPRETATION of DISTRICT BOUNDARIES

A. Where, due to the scale, lack of details, or illegibility of the Official Zoning Map, there is an uncertainty,
contradiction, or conflict as to the intended location of any zoning district boundaries shown thereon, interpretation
concerning the exact location of district boundary lines shall be determined, upon written application, to the Zoning
Board of Appeals. The Board, in arriving at a decision on such matters, shall apply the following standards:

1. Boundaries indicated as approximately following the streets or highway, the center lines of said streets or
highways shall be construed to be such boundaries.

2. Boundaries indicated as approximately following lot lines shall be construed as following such lot lines.

3. Boundaries indicated as approximately following Township boundary lines shall be construed as following
such Township boundary lines.

4. Boundaries indicated as approximately following railroad lines shall be construed to be midway between
the main tracks.

5. Boundaries indicated as approximately parallel to the center lines of streets or highways shall be
construed as being parallel thereto and at such distance therefrom as indicated on the official Zoning
Map. If no distance is given, such dimension shall be determined by the use of the scale shown on the
official Zoning Map.

6. Boundaries following the shoreline of a stream, lake, or other body of water shall be construed to follow
such shorelines, and in the event of change in the shorelines shall be construed as moving with the actual
shorelines; boundaries indicated as approximately following the thread of streams, canals, or other bodies
of water shall be construed to follow such threads.

7. Where the application of the aforesaid rules leaves a reasonable doubt as to the boundaries between two
(2) districts, the regulations of the more restrictive district shall govern the entire parcel in question, unless
otherwise determined by the Zoning Board of Appeals after recommendation from the Planning
Commission.
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Section 10.04 ZONING DISTRICT REGULATIONS

A. Except as may otherwise be provided in this Ordinance, every building and structure erected, every use of any
lot, building, or structure established, every structural alteration or relocation of an existing building or structure
occurring, and every enlargement of, or addition to an existing use, building and structure occurring after the
effective date of this Ordinance shall be subject to all regulations of this Ordinance which are applicable in the
Zoning District in which such use, building, or structure shall be located.

B. Any use of land not specifically permitted is prohibited, except that the Zoning Board of Appeals shall have the
power to classify a use which is not specifically mentioned along with a comparable permitted or prohibited use
for the purpose of clarifying the use regulations in any district, if so petitioned and in accord with the requirements
of Sections 6.05 and 6.06. If the Zoning Board of Appeals finds no comparable uses based on an examination of
the characteristics of the proposed use, it shall so state and the Planning Commission may be petitioned to initiate
an amendment to the text of the Ordinance to establish the appropriate district(s), type of use (principal use or
special use), and criteria that will apply for that use. If the Ordinance is amended to include the new regulations,
then an application can be processed to establish that use.

C. No part of a setback area, yard, or other open space required about or in connection with any use, building or
structure, for the purpose of complying with this Ordinance, shall be included as part of a setback area, yard, or
other open space similarly required for any other use, building or structure.

D. No setback area or lot existing at the time of adoption of this Ordinance shall be reduced in dimensions or
area below the minimum requirements set forth herein. Yards or lots created after the effective date of this
Ordinance shall meet at least the minimum requirements established herein, including lot size and lot width.

E. No portion of one lot, once established and/or improved with a building or structure, shall be used in the
creation of another lot unless each lot resulting from each such reduction, division, or sale, shall conform with all
of the requirements established herein.

Section 10.05 ZONING of FILLED LANDS: USE of WATER

Whenever any fill is placed in any lake or stream, the land thus created shall automatically and without further
governmental action thenceforth acquire and be subject to the same zoning regulations as are applicable for lands
to which the same shall attach or be adjacent.

Section 10.06 CONFLICTING REGULATIONS

Wherever any provision of the Ordinance imposes more stringent requirements, regulations, restrictions or
limitations than are imposed or required by the provisions of any other law or ordinance, then the provisions of
this Ordinance shall govern. Whenever the provisions of any other law or ordinance impose more stringent
requirements than are imposed or required by this Ordinance, then the provisions of such law or ordinance shall
govern.

Section 10.07 CATEGORIES within ZONING DISTRICTS

In order to insure all possible benefits and protection for the zoning districts in this Ordinance, land uses have
been classified into three (3) categories:

A. Principal Permitted Uses: Principal permitted uses are the primary uses and structures specified for which
the zoning district has been established.

B. Special Land Uses Permitted By Special Approval: Special land uses permitted by special approval are
uses and structures which have been generally accepted as reasonably compatible with the primary uses and
structures within the zoning district, but could present potential injurious effects upon the primary uses and
structures within the zoning district, or may not be appropriate on a particular parcel, and therefore require special
consideration in relation to the welfare of adjacent properties and to the community as a whole. All such proposed
uses shall be subject to a public hearing pursuant to Article 5.

C. Accessory Uses: Unless otherwise specified in this Ordinance, accessory uses which are clearly incidental
to, and customarily associated with the principal use of the property, are permitted in all Districts and shall conform
to all applicable standards of this Ordinance, including Section 25.02 (Keeping of Animals) and Section 25.08
(Accessory Uses, Buildings, and Structures).

Article 10: Zoning Districts And Map
10-2



Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance

Section 10.08 SPECIAL DISTRICT PROVISIONS

A. Manufactured Housing Community District (R-MHC)

1.

2.

Pursuant to Section 11 of Public Act 96 of 1987, as amended, the Michigan Manufactured Housing
Commission Act, a preliminary plan shall be submitted to the Township for review by the Planning
Commission. The preliminary plan shall include the location, layout, general design, and general
description of the project. The preliminary plan shall not include detailed construction plans. In preparing
the preliminary plan and when reviewing the plan, the developer and Planning Commission shall
generally follow the procedures and requirements in Article 14 of this Ordinance, except where said
procedures and requirements are superseded by the requirements in P.A. 96 of 1987, as amended, or
the Manufactured Housing Commission Rules. Pursuant to Section 11 of Public Act 96 of 1987, as
amended, the Planning Commission shall take action of the preliminary plan within sixty (60) days after
the Township receives the preliminary plan.

All manufactured housing communities shall be constructed and maintained in accordance with P.A. 96
of 1987, as amended, and the rules and regulations promulgated by the Manufactured Housing
Commission pursuant to the authority vested in the Manufactured Housing Commission by such Act.
The construction of a manufactured housing community shall not be initiated, nor shall a manufactured
housing community be inhabited or operated until all necessary permits have been acquired from the
Michigan Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs and all other agencies pursuant to the
Manufactured Housing Commission Act.

This Page Blank
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Section 10.09 SCHEDULE of REGULATIONS

The requirements in the following table apply to all principal permitted uses, buildings, and structures within each zoning district, except as otherwise
specified in this Ordinance. This schedule summarizes basic site development standards. The specific district regulations and other provisions of this
Ordinance should be consulted to identify additional standards and requirements, and clarifications of the schedule. In the event of any conflict between
the provisions of the written text of the Ordinance and the content of the Schedule of Regulations, the provisions of the text shall apply. See Section 25.07
regarding standards and requirements for accessory uses, buildings and structures. Owners of nonconforming lots of record should refer to Section 8.02
as well. Variances may be granted by the Zoning Board of Appeals only upon a showing of practical difficulty, related to a unique characteristic of the land
and not to self-created hardships of the owner. See Section 6.05(C).

Schedule of Regulations? for “Principal Permitted Uses”

Maximum
Zoning District Minimum Minimum Minimum | Maximum Minimum Yard Setback Lot
Lot Area Lot Width & Lot Building (Feet) Coverage
Frontage' Depth' Height"
(in feet) (in feet) (in feet) Front Side Rear (%)
Yard Yard Yard
AR: Agricultural - Residential 2 acres 150 200! 35d 100°€ 159 50 20
h I
R-1: Suburban Residential 30,000 sq. ft.™ 150 150 35 100 ¢ 159 50 30
R-2: Urban Residential SFD: 20,000 sq. ft.™ SFD: 80 125! 35 8of 109 50 35
ow bensily TFD: 30,000 sq. ft.™ TFD: 120
R-3: Urban Residential SFD: 10,000 sq. ft.™ SFD: 60 125! 35 60 109 30 35
. m
R-4: Multiple Family SFD: 5,000 sq. ft. SFD: 50 | SFD: 60 .
Residential TFD: 8,000 sq. ft.™ TFD: 80 85 35 TED: 60 109 30 35
MFD: 15,000 sq. ft.™ MFD: 120 MFD: 95
= . . 3 ft. provided
R-5: Lake Residential 5.000 sq. ft.™ 50 Not 35 50 minimum 20 40
District ; q ) :
Applicable combined total
of 10 ft.P
R-6: Mant_:fact_ure_d Housing See Section 10.08
Community District
- ; Not . K
C-1: Local Commercial 1 acre 200 Applicable 35 100 201 25 50
PET ; Not . K
I-1: Light Industrial 2 acres 200 Applicable 35 100 20! 35 50

SFD = Single family dwelling; TFD = Two family dwelling; MFD = Multiple family dwelling

SPECIAL NOTES: No lot shall have a depth greater than four (4) times its width (maximum 4:1 ratio).
All single family dwellings shall have a minimum ground floor area of nine hundred sixty (960) square feet, exclusive of porches and attached garages.

See following page for explanation of footnotes.
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Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance

FOOTNOTES
For Schedule of Regulations

This schedule summarizes basic site development standards. The specific district regulations and other regulations should be consulted
to identify additional standards and regulations, and clarifications of the above standards. Where this Schedule contradicts the text of the
Ordinance, the Ordinance text shall rule.

A minimum twenty (20) foot setback is required from a road right-of-way on a corner lot.
Reserved for future use.

The maximum height of farm buildings and structures shall be one hundred (100) feet. All farm buildings and farm structures over thirty-
five feet shall be set back from a lot line a distance at least equal to the height of the building.

The minimum setback shall be eighty (80) feet where a lot does not gain direct access to a minor or major thoroughfare.
The minimum setback shall be sixty (60) feet where a lot does not gain direct access to a minor or major thoroughfare.
A minimum fifty (50) foot setback is required from a road right-of-way on a corner and through lot.

One hundred fifty (150) feet, except lots which do not gain direct access from a major or minor thoroughfare shall be a minimum of one
hundred (100) feet.

Fifty (50) feet for multiple family dwellings.

Fifty (50) feet in the case where a side yard abuts an Agricultural or Residential zoning district or public right-of-way.
Fifty (50) feet in the case where a rear yard abuts an Agricultural or Residential zoning district.

No lot shall have a depth greater than four (4) times its width (maximum 4:1 ratio).

The minimum lot size shall be increased as necessary for approval by the Lapeer County Health Department for sewage disposal and potable
water, but in no case shall a lot not served by public sewer be less than one (1) acre.

The following are exempted from height limit requirements, provided that no portion of the exempted structure may be used for human occupancy:

1. Those purely ornamental in purpose such as church spires, belfries, cupolas, domes, ornamental towers, flagpoles and monuments, and do
not exceed seventy-five (75) feet in height.

2. Those necessary appurtenances to mechanical or structural functions, such as chimneys and smokestacks, water tanks, elevator and stairwell
penthouses, ventilators, bulkheads, radio towers, masts and aerials, television antennas, fire and hose towers, wire transmission structures,
cooling towers, or other structures where the manufacturing process requires a greater height but do not exceed one hundred (100) feet in
height.

3. Public utility structures, but not including communication towers, except upon receipt of a zoning permit.

4. Agricultural buildings and structures, such as barns, silos, elevators and the like, provided they shall not exceed one-hundred (100) feet in
height.

5. Wind power electrical generating towers, provide they shall not exceed seventy (70) feet in height and the distance from the base of the tower
to any lot line shall be ten (10) feet more than the height of the tower.
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End of Article 10

Article 10: Zoning Districts And Map
10-6



Marathon Township Zoning Ordinance

Article 11
AGRICULTURAL DISTRICTS

Section 11.01  AR: AGRICULTURAL-RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT

A. Intent: It is the intent of the Agricultural-Residential District to encourage the continuation of agriculture in the
Township and ensure that land areas within the Township which are well suited for production of food and fiber
are available for agricultural pursuits, while also providing opportunities for comparatively low density residential
development in an overall rural setting. The Agricultural-Residential District includes lands which, due to soil
conditions, parcel acreages, limited residential encroachment, and other factors, support the long term
continuation of farming activities. Opportunities for additional residential development are permitted at
comparatively low densities and according to special measures intended to minimize conflicts with farming
activities and encourage the long term continuation of farming operations. Persons considering residing within this
district should be aware that the traditional smells, noises, pesticide applications, and other generally recognized
agricultural activities associated with farming may well continue on a long term basis in this District, and the
Township supports the long term continuation of farming in this District. It is also the intent of this District to
encourage the protection of the woodlands and wetlands which exist throughout the District and are frequently an
integral part of agricultural parcels. It is intended that new residential development and other land uses within this
District be located and designed to protect sensitive environmental resources which may be present on a
development site, including wetlands, lakes, and streams.

B. Principal Permitted Uses:
1. Agriculture, providing the use is in compliance with the Generally Accepted Agricultural Management
Practices approved by the Michigan Commission of Agriculture.
2. Landscape nursery operations and sod farms, including retail sales of nursery stock grown on the
premises.
Single family dwellings.
Day care facility, family home.
Foster care facility, family home.
Wireless communication facilities, class one.
Publicly-owned conservation areas, including areas set aside for the protection of wildlife and natural
resources, wildlife management areas, nature preserves, game refuges, and similar uses.
8. Extraction operations, small scale.

Noo ks

C. Permitted Accessory Uses:
1. Accessory uses and structures customarily incidental to and subordinate to the permitted principal use,
including private stables.
2. Solar Energy Collector, Building Mounted and Solar Energy Collector, Ground Mounted.

D. Special Land Uses Permitted By Special Approval:

Wireless communication facilities, class two.

Agricultural service establishments.

Extraction operations, large scale.

Kennels.

Commercial stables.

Veterinarian clinics.

Bed and breakfast establishments.

Private landing strips.

Churches or religious buildings, including housing for religious personnel attached to a church or religious
building.

Outdoor recreation, including private facilities and public facilities not otherwise permitted in 11.01(B),
such as golf courses and country clubs, including driving ranges; recreational fields, shooting ranges and
hunt clubs; and similar uses and accessory uses such as refreshment stands and maintenance buildings,
but excluding racing tracks, amusement parks, drive-in theaters, and miniature golf when not part of a
golf course.

11. Composting center.

12. Day care facility, group home.

13. Foster care facility, group home.

14. Artificial pond.

©CoNooOA~LON =
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Public facilities not otherwise included in Section 11.01(B)(7) above, including cemeteries, schools,
libraries, and similar uses and activities including administrative buildings, substations, or structures
associated with public utilities and enclosures or shelters for service equipment and maintenance depots.

16.
17.
18.

Open space preservation communities.

Home occupations.
Solar Energy System, Commercial.

End of Article 11
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